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In the beginning, God created…..



Genesis 2:15
15 The LORD God put humans in the Garden 
of Eden to work the soil and take care of 
the garden.
Adam “he who is created from Earth”

The First commandment

“Look after my earth”



Our water supplies. 







Our animals and fish







Our topsoil





Our forests









Our atmosphere





Southern Africa is warming at 
twice the global average.



Impact on Southern Africa
• Drought
• Extreme weather events
• Sea level rise



DROUGHT

RISING TEMPERATURES AFFECT 
CROPS, INCREASE PESTS





RISING FOOD PRICES



INCREASE IN FIRES



Day zero – Cape Town



EXTREME WEATHER 
EVENTS: Climate change 
also warms oceans, 
adding energy that can 
fuel coastal storms. A 
warmer atmosphere can 
hold more moisture, 
resulting in heavier 
rainfall.





Path of Super hurricane Haiyan Philippines





Hurricanes, monsoons and other types of 
extreme weather are a part of life on 
earth for many. The trouble is that 
climate change is loading the dice by 
intensifying storms and making rain 
patterns less predictable.
Climate change is the human thumb on 
the scale, pushing us toward disaster. It is 
not a distant danger — it is already with 
us. As we continue to burn fossil fuels, its 
effects will only grow. Archbishop Justin
NY Times



SEA LEVEL RISE 
Warmer water 
expands. 
Combined with 
high tide and 
storms, leads to 
flooding of 
coast. 





I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce. 
But you came and defiled my land and made my inheritance 
detestable. Jer 2:7



WHAT IS OUR THEOLOGY OF THE EARTH?

“this world is not my home, I’m just a passing 
through If heaven’s not my home then Lord what 
will I  do?
“pilgrims through this barren land”



Escapist theology is based on dualistic thought

Dualism: the soul is the higher form living in 
mortal flesh. The soul will ultimately depart from 
this temporary world to exist forever in the  
permanent spiritual world. Gnanankan (1999) 

Brian Maclaren “salvation becomes an  “an 
evacuation plan to the next world”.



“Thy kingdom come
On earth as it is in heaven”



FIFTH MARK OF ANGLICAN 
MISSION
To strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and 
sustain and renew the life of 
the earth



Genesis 1:28; “And God blessed them, and 
God said unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth.”



The OT was written in an 
agricultural context. You must 
subdue the land – not violence and 
destroying they need the fertility of 
the soul. They will take away rocks 
– pull out invasives.



Genesis 1:28; “And God blessed them, 
and God said unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: 

and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth
upon the earth.”

Psalm 104:30



New heaven and new earth –
restored/repaired not brand new. 
Renewal. Kainos not neos



Back to basics:

What is salvation?



WHAT IS SALVATION?

Three things took place during the Fall: Gen 3

1. Breakdown of relationships between  humans 
as God:

whereas Adam and Eve walked with God, now they 
are in fear of him and hide themselves away, 
ashamed.





2. Breakdown of relationships between 
human beings. 

Whereas before they walked freely, now 
they hide their bodies from each other 
in shame. Adam and Eve begin to blame 
each other. Within one generation 
murder enters this dysfunctional family.



3. Breakdown of relationship between humans and the 
land. 

They had been given the mandate to be keepers of the earth and to till the 
earth in a fertile garden paradise. Now they are told “ I am putting a curse on 
the ground because of what you did.    All the days of your life you will have 
to work hard to get food from the ground.  You will eat the plants of the 
field, even though the ground produces thorns and thistles. You will have to 
work hard and sweat a lot to produce the food you eat.” Gen 3: 17-19



God

Land – the 
Environment

PeoplePeople



1. ALL THINGS WERE CREATED THROUGH CHRIST

For in him all things were created: things in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have 
been created through him and for him. Colossians 
1: 16 

Through him God made all things; not 
one thing in all creation was made 
without him. John 1 : 3 



2. ALL THINGS WERE CREATED FOR CHRIST

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 

things have been created through him and for him. Colossians 1: 16 

There is only one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things were 
created and through whom we live. 1 Cor 8:6 (GNT)



The last male Northern White rhino



3. ALL THINGS ARE SAVED THROUGH CHRIST

And through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the 
cross. Colossians 1: 20

John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that He gave his only 
begotten son

Bookless D. Planetwise





Creation is groaning in Childbirth

We know that the whole creation 
has been groaning as in the pains 
of childbirth right up to the present 
time. Romans 8:22





THE REFORMATION 

Such a reformation cannot be restricted to a recovery of a theology of creation 
or a call for responsible stewardship. It calls for reflection, discernment, prayer 
and a transformation of practices that may be harmful to others, to all God’s 
creatures. It also calls for a rereading of the canonical biblical texts, a critique 
of the environmental impact of specific Christian traditions and practices, a 
retrieval of historical insights, figures and practices, a reinvestigation of the 
content and significance of the Christian faith, a reconsideration of influential 
symbols, a renewal of Christian communities and a transformation of the 
ministries and missions of the church. The ecological reformation of 
Christianity therefore is comprehensive in its scope and needs to extend to 
Bible study, catechism, teaching, liturgies, hymns, Christian art, pastoral care, 
ministry and mission alike
Ernst Conradie: Manifesto for an Ecological Reformation of Christianity



‘The whole of creation is 
standing on tiptoe to see the 
wonderful sight of the children 
of God coming into their own.’ 
Romans 8:19



We believe in Christ
Through whom all things were created
For whom all things were created
And by whom all things are saved



Joy to the World; The Lord is come;
Let Earth receive her King:
Let every Heart prepare him Room,
And Heaven and Nature sing.

Joy to the Earth, The Saviour reigns;
Let Men their Songs employ;
While Fields & Floods, Rocks, Hills & 
Plains
Repeat the sounding Joy.



No more let Sins and Sorrows grow,
Nor Thorns infest the Ground:
He comes to make his Blessings flow
Far as the Curse is found.

He rules the World with Truth and 
Grace,
And makes the Nations prove
The Glories of his Righteousness,
And Wonders of his Love.


